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DECL ARAT ION 
.HIG 


HNES. 


Byt ke advice of 


His Council, 


She wing theReaſons of their pro: 


_ cen for ſecuring the Peace of the 
; Common-wealth ,uponoccafion of the late 
Inſurre&ionand Rebellion, | 


| Frer it had pleaſed God to give ſo clear 

.. a deciſion of thoſe Goneels, which the 
'K. well-affected People of .this Nation. for - 
many years together had with the late 
King”, and his Party, and thoſe who after him 
<ſpouled chat Jntereſt, and- engaged- upon: the 


{ame 


= Tame bottome,” Farthe Adverſaries werewhel- 
E 2nd dochheir homenymnm | 


redo trand of __ hebiet appexr 
them in the War upon all occaſions, would 


have had ſuirable imprefGions, and been ſufficienc 


Ein eel, Ber hob 


of dE: and. r [Aa which the 
. Heads, and Leads © 0 Y art br: ay en- 
by 7, a 26 {0 
26d 


b- 
_ power which _ _ fad by the 


Providence of Senalggr'sinrnge buc laying a- 


ſide there KK i Ie) es, to 
endeay0 e carry- 
ing 0n, TILE gal Spae and good of 


the whol 6 PO che ſhade Za; 
their Wl ES , obey into ſuch a 
. cofidition that chey thi ni lyable to ft- 
rur© revenge fok ale: So might be 
free borh inthtyeſtites ant! peeſotis equally with 
other men. And therefore as -1t was moſt by 
dedt;afwelby their bing adthirted atfirſt t 
poatid for theiweſtares; as /2lfo'm the re of 
theinCompoſition {which were ſo-cafie affd my- 
 denaretothegenetaity, as that irled them to a 
Mtrereondirionof fapport than generally befell 
MET: patty, conlifermg heir _—_ | 


"©" FF. = 


$ 1 mai a'l 205 Fd64 
Thar al bn 


) oy Ee en ſuch Cammori 
d bee | tained and coulerved by & total diſa- 
bag the, vexy inclinatipgs .of thoſe initimes of 
Rs 20 gle ys bave. been. 

this Natuon ja-former £ tes, lofs- 

of Me] pF ck 1 Fung having been very,1- 
fually, ibe Ealnwnconta thelke Caſes) We - 
ſay, as the clear Iucemtions of the Parliaments: 
Fc Fe diſcovered, and,manifeſt in their fuft: 

| $ with.their Enemies , [To-wit, that - 
Perſppotc their rn, bur teformations 
LAS batcel of Worceſter, , upon: that vos- 

worable. day of thethixd at iS apr nvber., when-the - 

hopes.of Fug Rk ad wo henbolly 'brotieb, 

Og reuher Forces.inghaFld ; ner | Garifen | 
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kin cland; "And Scorlend.whith wiril hs 


5:4 th 
ar «xa ground of Confidence to thety, 


aa of danger to Sh. ſo far ſubdued- ;' tha 
RO conkdenble Enemy was lefc there; which 


alſo was the condition of Treland', when. all 


things were reduced into that ſtate, and conditi- 
on, that as theſe men could inreaſon have bar 

ſmall, or no hopes of any change'vf affairs, or 

new opportunities to aſſert their old cauſe , So 


had We through the continued Aﬀiiſtance , and 


Preſence of God, no ground to fear any new 
attempts from chem , thar might: oblige Us to 
any baſe, - and unworth y Compliance with them; 
Al endeavours were ied on this fide to, lay 
foundations.of compoſing the ſpirits, and uni- 
ting a broken and divided People, t ough. Aten 
years War :-- There was not onely a *puntual 
performance of Articles of War, the like whete 
of no Hiſtory can parallel ' ( A Court being 
purpoſely :\ereted to do them: Juſtice tn that 
particular ; and the power thereof entruſted 'in 
uch hands,who(as was intended in their choice) 
did execute it effeftually on their bebalf) but 
an Ac of Grace, 'and Oblivior, was granted to 
them; Which favont as they could” nor have 
-any - 'pretenſions to claim, or indeed expe&, So 
-neither could the Makers thereof have any 0- 
ther 'Motives', - or Arguments to induce them 
'thereanto., but ſuch as muſt proceed from the 
defires they had to heal, and'cemant, and to take 
away all ſeeds of difference , and ſeparation 


and 
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(9) 
afid of putting what was paſt into Oblivion, by 
means whereof the hearts of the Nation unhap- 
pily divided, might cheartully and affeQionarely 
meet in mutual Intereſt; on which might follow 
Peace, Settlement, and Reformation, and con- 
{equently the Taxes , and Burdens which have 
been long continued, might be ſafely taken from - 
off che People. 

Upon theſe grounds alſo was it, that ſogreat 
reipe& was had to this ſort of men in the Settle- 
ment of the preſent Government , whereby 
they were admitted after three Parhaments to 
be elected to fit in the Supream Councils of the 

Nation, | | 

Ic is true indeed, ſome oppoſition was made 
to that lenity which was uſed towards this Party, 
and more elpecially to the A& of Oblivion, ma- 
ny being of ord page That it would not 
work thoſe good effects as were deſigned and 
wiſhed, bur on the cy; that all this indul- 
gence would be abuſed, and opportygities given 
thereby of raiſing new troubles, to the endan- 
gering of the Cauſe We had {o long contended 
or; wherein yet the Parliament it ſelf were of a 
different Judgement from them , concelving « 
impoſſible that there ſhould be any ſort. of men 
ſo devoid of Ingenuity and Candor, or ſo reſol- 
ved in their way, that neither the diſpenſations 
of God, nor kindneſs of men, could work up- 
on them ; However, it was thought, That in caſe 
they were miſtaken, arid that it ſhould ſo tall our 
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in fa, and upon experience, that thoſe who were 
by the mighty, and out-ſtrecht hand of the Lord 
brought into a condition toask favour, to ſolicir 
for the blotting out the remembrance of paſt a- 
ions, and to bereſtored to the common priyi- 
ledges of the Nation, which they had juſtly for- 
feited , ſhould yet deſpiſe, and reje& it when it 
was offered, & retain their enmity after that they 
had befn forced from their Arms, It would then 
have this effe& ar leaſt, the leaving of ſuch with- 
out excuſe, in whatſoever ways of ſeverity the 
State ſhould be neceſſitated to proceed with them 
in, for providing for, and ſecuring the Peace of 
the Nation, when ways of tenderneſs were by 
them rendred ineffectual to thoſe ends;, And We 
do acknowledg,unleſs the carriage towards them 
had been ſuch as is before expreſt, We could not 
with Comfort and Satisfaction to Our ſelves, 
have uſed the Courſe We now ſee We are obli- 
ved to take againſt the perſons and eſtates of that 
party, for ſecuring the lives , liberties, peace, 
and comfM of all the well-affected people of 
theſe three Nations. ' | 
But it having pleaſed God in his providence 
ſo to order things, that there was not onely for- 
bearance, and moderation uſed towards them, 
and hopes given that they might enjoy their 
freedome, and have equal protedtion in their per- 
ſons and Eſtates with the reſt of the Nation, but 
whey might claim it as their right, and as due un- 
to them by the Lawes and Conſticutions of the 
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- <Land, as well as any perſon whatſoever who had 


been of this fide; Therecan be no other Con- 
ſtruction made of the Actings of that Party , to 
the diſturbance of the publique Peace, and to the 
ſubverſion of the Government, but that they are 
implacablein their malice, and revenge, and ne- 
ver to be drawn from their adhering to that cur- 
ſed intereſt, which bath been the occaſion of the 
ſhedding of fo much innocent blood, and almoſt 
of theruin, and deſtruction of theſe Lands. And 
therefore We do.not now only find Our ſelf fa- 
tisfied, but obliged in duty, both towards God, 
and this Nation, to proceed upon other grounds 
than formerly, with thoſe who ſhall deſetve this 
Character ; and the Articles of War, Act of 
Oblivion, and other tayours tendered, yea gran- 
ted to theſe men, are ſo far from lying in Our 
way, or begetting {cruples in Our. mind, con- 
cerning the ſame , That Our hands are ftrengrh- 
ned from thence to this work, and many doubts 
removed thereby, which otherwiſe would have 
ſtuck with Us, as We have before expreſt. 

It willnot be denyed; That as well 'the Arti- 
cles of War, as the fayour,and grace granted by 
the Act of Oblivion, contained in them*a'Rect- 
procation; As there did a real benefit and'advan- 

age accrue tothe Grantees,{0 certainly was there 
a good intended, and'defigned by :them to the 
State; if the-State do not attain'their 'end ,' net- 
cher ought the othee.to;accompliſh theirs; In ſuch 
Acts as theſe are, either bothare bound, or both 
B2 ars 


are at Liberty, and in the ſame condition, as if 
no ſuch things had been done or acted; certainly 
one have {igned to Articles of War, that are 
not conditional, or when thoſe who received 
thoſe Articles reſolved to break the conditions , 
they had not then the conſent of thoſe who gave 
them; Who did ever allow ſuch Articles to Ene- 
mies, as might afhiſt them to execute their malice, 


and revenge? If no breach of faith can make a 


forfeiture-of Articles, the condition of thoſe who 
receive them, is better than: of him chat gives 
them, becauſe he ſubmits himſelf to ſarprize, 
after he hath endured the hazard and expence of 
open War, 

And as forthe Atof Oblivion, That muſt 
needs be meant as an Obligation upon the Ene- 
my, and as a proper meansto take away the En- 
mity contracted by the War, intending by mer- 
cy toreform thoſe who had oppoled themſelves 
to the publique welfare, and this need not be ex- 
prefſed , It doth imply ſuch a condition in the 
nature of it ; all pardons are granted with clau- 
fes of good behaviour, either explicite or impli- 
ed; becauſeelſe whoever | many them, lets looſe 
a Delinquent toa future offence, and he that an- 


ſwers not the end and conſideration of the par- 


don, cannot inreaſon be ſaid ever to accept it, 
The Parliament by that Act, intended not onely 
an-Oblivion of the offences of the aforeſaid Par- 
ty, whereby they had rendred themſelves obno«+ 
x10us, but that this kindnefle ſhould be anſver- 


ed 


” 
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ed with obedience on their part , and produce a: 
real change in their principles and intereft , as to 
the common caule this great Conteſt had been a- 
bout, for otherwiſe this A& cannot be confide + 
red as obligatory to thoſe who give it: And in 
this cafe Forbearanee from outward ation will 
not avail, nor intitle to the benefit of the pardon, 
if yet there be maliceand revenge in the heart , 
and ſuch a leaning and adhering to the old inte- 
reſt, that nothing 1s wanting for the diſcovery 
thereof, buta fitting keg proves. for-as {uch 
men cannot in Juſtice and Ingenuity, claim the 


benefit of an Actof Favour from that Supreain 


Magiftrate, to whom they know themſelves to 
be Enemies, ſo neither is that Magiſtrate bound 
in Juſtice before God or Men to give it to them, 
if he hath reaſon to believe from thecourſe of 
-heir Converſations that they are ſuch, and thar 
their Intentions towards the Governmertt; under 
which they live, are the ſame as when they were 
in open Arms againſtit, and is at Liberty to car- 
ry himſelf towards them, as it no ſuch A& had 
been; Nay, He may proceed againſt them with 
greater Severity, in as much aS he hath uſed the 
laſt means to reclaim them without fruit , and 
knowes by experience , That nothing bur: che 
Sword will reſtrain them from blood, and vio- 
lence. 

Then if this be the Caſe between Us and the 
late Kings Party, to wit, That they have noto- 
rioully manifeſted it to the.conſciences of all men 
that 
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and ftill adhere to their former intereſt in direct 
oppoſition to the Government eſtabliſhed , bur 
have been all along hatching new di{turbances , 
, and endeavouring as well by ſecret and bloody 
Afſyffinations, as by open ftorce,to introduce rhe 


one, and overthrow and ſubvert the other, Ir 


will not be thought ſtrange upon any Account 
whatſoever, that We did lately ſecure ſo many 
of the men of that Intereſt, although they were 
not viſibly in Arms upon the late Inſurrection 
nor that We have laid a burden upon ſome of 
their Eſtates, beyond what is impoſed upon the 
reſt of the Nation, towards the 'defraying of 
that Charge which they are the occaſion. of, 
with ſome. other things which We have found 
neceſſary in this time of Danger to direct con- 
cerning them, for the Peace, and Safety: of the 
whole. 

Now to evince this , though the Walks of 
Conſvirators, who are a fly and ſecret Generati- 
on of men, are ever in the Dark, and- the mea- 
{ure of all their Feet cannot be exactly taken and 
compared, yet many of their Steps, having been 
diſcovered through the goodneſs of the all-ſee- 
ing God, We hall ſet down {uch part thereof as 
may be of uſe ro make publique. _ 

We ſhall not particularly mention {ome under- 
hand, and very ſecret Contrivances- which they 
had ,, and made ſome Trial of , whereby they 
would have inſeofibly wound them{clyes na 
| cat 
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that they do not onely retain their ald principles , 


(15) 3 
that power, which they were not able to do by 
open force ; But that way not taking , they then 
berook themſelves to'Couaſlels of ratfting a new 
Warre, 2nd deſigning a general Infurreftion 
throughout the Nation. 

And to tipen thoſe Reſolutions, ſome perſons 
were ſent from hence to Charls Stuart,with Let- 
ters of Credit, and a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney (the better ro gain belief) to give him aflu- 
rance, That the reaſons why the Nobility and 
Gentry, and bulk of the Kingdome of England, 
which ( they ſaid ) were Epilcopal, and of bs 
former party, did not riſe with him upon his late 
march from Scotland, was, becauſe he was belie- 
ved to have. gone upon grounds Ciſagreeable 
both to their affections and Intereſts, and allo to 
the goad of the Nation, and inconſiſtent with 
the antient Conſtitutions both of Church and 
State; ' but that if he would return to his former 
priaciples, to wit, Fo caſt himfelt totally upon 
his Qld Party,they would venture both their lives 
and fortunes forht's Recovery. 

This being received with great acceptance , 
ant! the deſign reſolved upon, the management 
thereof was to be as followeth, 

A Council was choſen-of a ſele& number, 
called by zhe name of a Sealed Knot, who were 
for the moſt part to relide in, and about London , 
and to keep and maintain Correſpondencies with 
thoſe of their Party beyond Sea, and within the 
Several parts of the Nation,. and DE 
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the mutual Advices, Countels, Orders and Re- 
ſolurions ot each other, which were neceſlary tor 


ſuch an undertaking, Anthee were three things 


which were chiefly detigned by them in this by- 
fineſs: 

1, To prepare and engage every individuall 
man of their own party, who had either been in 
the former Wars, or had been'a friend thereto, ar 
was likely by reafon of tus alltnce, breeding, or 
diſcontents,to engage therin;who being engaged 
were #0 bring all their Tenants, and thoie wha 
depended upon them, and alto to lay Deligns tor 
the poſſeſſing of Garriſons and Strong holds, 

2. Torafieaconfiderable Bank ot Money to 
be employed for buying of Arms,detraying ether 
eXPences incident to the management ot- tuch a 
buſinefs,and for the maintenance of Forces,as oc- 
caſion ſhould be;& for this one hundred thouſand 
pounds was propounded for England alone, be- 
{ides what was to be had in Wales , tor the raifing 
whereof, privy Seals were to be ſent to ſeveral 
perſons in England. $ 

3. During the carrying on of this affair, Charls 
Stuart was to be maintained, and therefore a con- 
ſtant Contribution of money was to be endea- 
voured from ſuch of his Friends as were able; and 
this latter was fo well proſecuted by tholeAgents 


which were imployed therein, that he hath had» 


many thouſand poun:ls a year paid him trom 
hence for theſe three years paſt. The two other 
things were to be carryed on, and managed by 


the. 
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the ſaid ſealed Knot, and ſuch Agents as went 
between him and his Friends here. 
But as previous hereunto, and to nake their 
work the more eafte, and uninterrupted, and the 
Deſign they had thus engaged in, the more ſure 
in the execution (which they could not in rea- 
ſon but apprehend to have many difhculties in it, 
whileſt the Nation was in perfect peace, and 1o 
much inclined to ſettlement, and reſt , as bein 
weary of the former Commotions, that whoſo- 
ever thould begin new troubles upon any preten- 
ces whatſoever, would be lookt upon as a Com- 
mon Enemy, and might poſſibly finde the gene- 
rality of the Nation ſo far from joining with 
them, that they might declare the contrary way; 
As alſo whileſt the Army was in an united po- 
ſture, and under its ancient Condu&, it would 
be difficult for them to riſe, without being ſup- 
preſt, before they ſhould be able to imbody in a- 
ny ſuch conſiderable number as might give coun- 
tenance, and protection to ſuch as ſhould join 
themſelves with them) They concluded ſome 
things to be effected, as preceding to, or at leaſt 
contemporary with, the general Inſurred71on, 
One was the aflaflination of particular per- 
ſons, thereby to beget great Confuſions, and 
Conteſts, and give opportunity for all the Kings 
party to riſe, There was one Fitz Fames went 
from hence to the late Kings eldeſt ſon, upon 
this account, then at Paris, and had a tumme of 
money given him to promote that attempt; bur 


he 
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he and Fohn Gerard afterwards joined in that de-. 


ſign, the particulars whereof have been hereto- 
fore publiſhed; whereto We ſhall onely adde 
what is fince more fully come to.Our knowledge, 
(ro make it maniteſt that it was not the "385, 

and raſh reſolution of Gerard himſelt , but thar 
it was a part of the Deſign laid. by the pretended 
King, and of thoſe who have the Condutt of 
his Aﬀairs) That he himſelf ſpake to both F:z 
Fames, and Gerard concerning it, and did not 
onely approve thereof, but declared that he loo- 
ked upon it as a moſt neceſlary, if not the onely 
means to {et all his other Deſtgns on motion, Ir's 
' true, he refuſed to ſpeak with Major Hen- 
ſhaw, who went to Parts about the {ame time, 
or a little before, concerning the deſign , and 
conferred with Prince Rupert concerning it , 
by means of one Chockly a French-man; the 
Prince communicated it to Charts Stuart, who 
approved of 'the undertaking, and reſolved to 
ſpeak with him therein; but advertiſement co- 
ming from Ereland, in the mean time that 
Henſhaw was ſent from hence and employed to 
Pars to abuſe them there, he refuſed afterwards 
6 ſee him, bur relyed on Gerard , and Fitz 
Fames, to whom he gave preciſe directions,that 


they ſhould not make their attempt till all his 


friends were ready in Englayd, There was allo 
one Boſwel,- and alſo one Pzerce , and ſeveral 0- 
ther perſons imployed at other times for thoſe 
Aſlaſhnations, and bad laid the place-, and ma- 

ner 
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ner of execution, and the means whereby to 
attemPpr it; all the particulars whereof would be 
too large to ſet down, as it would' the feveral 
gracious Provideuces of God in the diſappoint- 
ing of them. 

Another part of their deſign was, to work 
upon the ſeverall diſcontented humours which 
they obſerved to be ſtirring in the Nation, im- 
ploying fitting Inſtruments, who might trom 
a true obſervation of their ſpirits, and principles, 
fall in with all manner of diſcontented parties, 
and by proper mediums heighten, and” blow up 
their diſcontents, and provoke them to a Rup- 
ture, laying this for their Maxim , Divide &- 
impera;, the more parties they could make, the 
oreater Cconfuſtons they could bring forth, the 
eaſter would their work be - And therefore 
ſome they let up, who might abuſe one ſort of. 
men, and draw them into diſcontents upon pre- 
rences of Libertie , and the rights of the ftree- 
born People of Ezeland, which they ſuppoſed 
were infringed by ; 07th up an Army , and 
by inforcing Taxes from them, and by riot cal- 
ling a free and equal Repreſentative, choſen by 
all the People and upon this {ubje&, there was 
{carce a day but ſome Pamphlet or other came 


. forth in Print, called Declarations, penned, prin- 


ted , and publiſhed by the Kings party , ſome 
whereof are vow in priſon, who appeared not 1n 
it chemſelve3, but imployed other Inſtruments. 
And they found Fohn Wildman, and ſome _ 
C 2 0 
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of the like principles, moft fitring Inſtruments 
for managing that part, of crying for Liberty,as 
thoſe who might doit (as they imagined) with- 
out the leaſt ſuſpition of being thought to cor- 
reſpond therein with the old Enemy, 'or of ha- 
ving intentions to promote his Caule and Inte- 
reſt, And therefore theſe were to carry on a de- 
ſign, which ſhould in outward appearance be dit- 
ferent from the other, (although in truth it came 
from the ſameroot, and was directed to the ſame 
end) and to this purpole they had continual 
meetings with ſuck as they judged to be like 
themſclves.and of the ſame mind with them; And 
though they themſelves had turned their backs 
npon that profeſhon of Chiiſt and the Goſpel , 
which they had once made, and were become 
looſe in' their converſation , and Arheiftical in 
their principles ; yet they found means,by rea- 
ſon of their having been engaged on this part; to 
infinuate into, communicate with, and deeply in- 
fluence ſome particular perſons, otherwiſe(as We 
hope) well minded, in defign againſt the Govern- 
ment, partly upon. pretences of Liberty , and 
partly upon ſuppoſition of having a more pure 
adnnaiſtration of things ; Upon which ſubject 
btkewiſe many Papers were printed and diſperſed 
at the ſame time, and many others were 1n pre- 
Paration, 

And Wildman had brought his part to ſuck} 
maturity.that he wanted very little, but the opens 
declaring bimſelt in Arms, having in effet _ 

ſhed 
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ſhed the Declaration which was to be- publiſhed 

that occafton, as appears by the Declaration 
it ſelf; bucir pleaſed God to prevent it by his ſud- 
den and unexpected apprehenſion, with his De- 
claration before him, juſt as he was dictating to 
his Servant the conclution thereof ; and the time 
that he ſhould have declared himſelf, did fully an- 
| ſwer the riſing defigned by the Royal Party, 
which fell out but a tew daies after, 

Another thing which the Enemy had laid as 
neceſlary at leaſt to keep Company with their in- 
tended Inſurreion, was, that part of theArmy in 
Scotland ſhould have mutined, ſurprized their 
Generals, thrown off their Officers, and march- 
ed up to Loxdon under the command of Major 
General Overton (who was deſigned for that pur- 
poſe) leaving the reſt of the Army there, already 
under great diſcouragement, by reaſon of their 
late hard ſervice, and for want of pay, to be de- 
- youred by the Scots, andalio Forts and Garriſons 
hacely erected at the vaſt charge of this Common- 
wealth,to be poſſeſt by them, there being ao poſ- 
fibilityleftt of ſending them timely and ſeaſona- 
ble ſupplies, in ſuch times of trouble as muſt ne- 
ceſfarily enſue ſuch aings ; And thoſe who were 
made uſe of, to bring this to paſs, were the Le- 
vellers, and alſo ſome others, who did not ( as we 
hope) intend to ſerve the intereſt of Charls Stz- 
art, But iris clear, that they were influenced and }. 
driven on by them, being made to believe by 
che Emiſlaries cf the pretended King{Wolves in 


Sheeps clothing) that thit part of rhe ry = 
gNea. 
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ſigned for the Revolt, would under the Conduct 
atorefaid, do much tor the carrying on their bu- 
{ineſs, not foreſeeing, that the Army being thus 
divided and engaged againſt it ſelf, It may be, 
even to blood, would become a prey to the Ene- 
my and yield up this glorious cauſe, and the good 
people of this Land,into their hands. Theſe were 
{ome of thole Methods which Our Enemies made 
uſe of to prepare their way to their grand Deſign; 
others they had of lefler moment, which We ſhall 
not ſpend Our time 1a rehearſing ; nor ſhall We 
in expreſs terms lay to their charge the {warming 
of thoſe Jeſuits which are now croaking among(t 
Us,turning themlelves into all Forms and ſhapes, 
todeceve, and ſeduce men from the truth,accor - 
ding as they find the bents, inclinations and prin- 
Ciples of men to be, 

It ts not onely commonly obſerved, but there 
remains with Us ſomewhat in proof , that Jeſuits 
have been found amongſt ſome diſcontented 
Parties of this Nation, who are obſerved to quar- 
rel, and fall out with every form of adminiſtra- 
tion either in the Church or State; whether theſe 
Emifſaries of the Church of Rowe are come hi- 
ther by Counſel from Charls Stuart, We will not 
now examine; This is certain, as the continual 
eroubles , and unſettlement occaſioned by his 
Party here, opens the door for the entrance in of 
thoſe unclean Spirits, So his Agents make uſe of 
them to advance one part of his work, .to wit, the 
fomenting, and maintaining of Parties , and fa- 
&ons among(t Us. 

And 
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And that they might the better know what dt- 
reftious to give, and what means they were tO 
uſe from time to time for influencing the afore- 
ſaid parties, and arriving at their ends, theſe fol- 
lowing Inftructions were given, amongſt other 
things, toſome of their Agents : 

They were to inform themſelves, 

1. What the +> gon Strength of the Army in 
England, Scotland axd Ireland &-? by whom com- 
manded: who have the chief Intereft in them, and 
how they and their officers are affected: 

2, What arevhe principal Garriſons , eſpecially 
Ports? how manned, and of what Strength,and which 
are the eaſieſt to be gained, either by Force, or Treaty: 

3. What the | xp/nry Streneth i at Sea, and 
how intended to be ſettled for the future ? 

4. What the conſtant Revenues, and conſtant 
expences of the Common-wealth are: how much the 
one exceeds the other © and if the expences be greater, 
by what means the Overplus u ſupplyed? 

5. What us the Condition of Trade, whether much 
decayed ? and what Conſequences that may draw * 

6, Whether the Proteetor be abſolute in his pow- 
cr, or forced to comply with others © who are his chie- 
feſt Friends or Enemies , and who have at preſeiit 
the greateſt. power in England ? how the people and 
Army ftand affected to the new Governmeat.zand 
perſon of the Protettor? 

7» What Parties and fadtions are now on foet 
what their flrength, principles, and inclinations as 
to the preſent Government , or 4 Conjunttion with 
the King? ard who are their chief Leaders? 

8. Wat 


8. What be the preſent Deſizns of the Protetor,, 
and the evverning Party, as to War or Peace with 
Foreign Nattins f 

9. What i done inEngland or Scotland towards 
the reduttion of the Kings party in the High-lands? 

Theſe Inſtructions do further ſhew what that 
Party was doing here amongſt Us. 

Whileſt theſe Engines were at work, the Ene- 
my doth all they can to ripen their deſign of a 
General Riſing, that all might be ready at once , 
Agents to that purpole are employed in the {eye- 
ral parts of the Nation, and every ones particu- 
lar ſtation appointed to them; ſome were for the 
Weſt, others for the North, others for the Eaſt, 
others for Surrey, Kent, &c, and others for Wales, 
their work was to ſpeak with ſuch perſons as were 
likely to join with them, and if they accepted, to 
acquaint them with what Reſolutions were taken 
for the carrying on the Deſign,8& the time for the 
execution thereof, with what elſe related thereto. 

One chief part thereof was upon the City of 
Lordon , where great endeavours were uled to 
engage the Youth, Apprentices, and common 
ſort of men, who might be able to raiſe combu- 
ſtions by firing the City or otherwiſe, thereby 
20 prevent their appearing in Arms againſt them. 

Privy Seals were ſent unto ſeveral perſons for 
raifing of money for managing this Work, and 
Treaſurers appointed for the receiving the ſame, 
and ſeveral very conſiderable Summes paid in, 
a part whereof was diſcovered , and ſeized up- 
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- Great quantities of-Arms, and otherprovifi- 
ons of War, eſpecially for Horſemen , were 

bought ;.many. whereof were ſent intothe reſpe- 
ive Countics ,'and lodged: inthe hands of per- 
ſons engaged in this defign; ſome We ſeized up- 
on in the country, and ſome in their Magazines in 
London, Commiſſions were alſo ſent in grear 
numbers from Charls:Stwart ,: and. delivered to 
ſcycral of his. Party. to raiſe. Horſe and Foot. Be- 
ſides, they had been. ſolliciting Forreign' Princes 
to give them-afſiſtance of '-Men and Money 
to. invade | this Countreyz whom, «.althoug 
they:found not very forward in.undettaking.an 
ſuch enterprizc,untilfome Sea Town of ſtrengt 
could be put into their hays , yet they did pro- 
cure fome ſums of Money fromithem ; and were 
not withour good aſſurances of further Aid both 
of 'Mefi.and\-Money ,\ when they could ſecure 
them a place of: Landingand Retreat. 

| Things:being. thus prepared , and a full ac- 
count thereof given to their pretended King, al- 
though he was! very defirous to have come'at- 
rended with. ſome Forreign Aids , yet feeing his 
Party to be in ſo good a readineſs, he encouraged 
them to proceed to the execution z and promi- 
fed them to be in ſome convenient place.not far 
diſtant, at ſuch time as they ſhould let him know 
the particular Day agtcediupon by thetn for ma- 
king their atrempt , r10;come; over. hither, as he 
ſhould finde his opportunity. The Letter he wrix 
ro his party upon adnsah as foJllowerh : 

| | - Tow 
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Y 2 will eaſily believe, that I am very well 
leaſed to hear how careful and pro__ you 
are for my Concernments , and of the courſe you 
refolve to rake, The truth &, T have bees ſoten- 
der of my. Fritnds , that I have deferred to call 
#ponthem'tg{appear, till 1could finde my ſelf able 
16 give them good Encoaragement from abroad : 
bat ſence: 1 fixde that tomes on {# flowly, I will no 
toriger reſtrain theſe Aﬀettions which I moſt de- 
fore to be beholdtnig to, and I have reaſon to be- 
lieve, That if they who wiſh one and the ſame 
thing, knew each others minde ; the Work would 
be done without any uifficnity ; and if there were 
any panaſom'' Appearance in any one place, the 
reſt 'imouldl not £ i: and I am perſmaded I 
ſhould then finde Sapplres from thoſe, whoare 
yer afraid to offer them": However, 14m ſure 1 
would my ſelf be with thoſe 'who firſt wiſhed for 
me, and 19 that purpoſe, I will keep my ſelf within 
« teaſonable diſtance. Conſult with thoſe you 
darerraſt, end if you are ready, agree upon 4 time, 
aud you caunot promiſe. your ſelves any thing 
that you will be. diſappoimed iy , and which & in 
the power of | 


16. July, Your Aﬀeionate Friend 
1654. CHARLS R. 


After the receipt of this Letter, their A#airs 
grew apace umo a ripeneſs, and they found their 
Party ſounanimouſly and univerſally reſolved, 
and every thing ſo agreeable ro their wiſhes, = 

as 
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(as ſeveral of the perſons acknowledged after- 
wards upon their Examinations) they thought it 
impoſſible for Us , though they ſhould fully ac- 
quaint Us with the whole Contrivements, to-pre- 
vent their Defigns. And now, whercas fome of 
them were of opinion, that they ſhould take in 
ſome perſons who had been tor the Partiamenr, 
and were diſcontented., to make their Buſineſs 
the ſurer ; it was denied by others of them, upon 
this Reaſon , That ſeeing they had no need of 
them, as their Aﬀairs now ſtood , it would be 
prejudicial to his Majeſties Service,' and their 
common Intereſt, to take in Perſons whom they 
ſhould afterwards be troubled to be rid of : by 
which may be ſeen, the confidence they had of 
the Succels of -their yndertaking. 

As for the time of executing what had been in 
their apprehenſion thus (urely laid , they varied 
their Counſels in that particular, according as 
they found.the Opportunities for the ſame to be 
more 6r leſs advantageous. They once reſolyed 
to take the occaſion of Horſe-Races, which they 
had appointed in ſeveral places for that purpoſe, 
whither they and their Servants ſhould have 
come well Horſed and Armed, and ſo have de- 
clared themſelves , but they were prevented 
therein by the Prohibition of Horſe-Races. 

Another time which was by them agreed vp- 
on (although they were ſomewhar impatient of 
ſo long ſtay, was at the riſing of the laſt Parlia- 
ment; ) for obſerving that a great part of the 

D 2 Army 
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Army was infliſted upon in Parliament to be dif- 
banded, (a thing moſt deſired by (as'of moſt uſe 
to) the Enemy, who-concluded, That if the Ar- 
my was down , nothing elſe could ſtand intheir 
way:) And that We were nor likely in reaſon to 
conſent thereto, in reſpect of the knowledge We 
| had of their whole Deſign, ſeveral-perſons being 
then apprehended,as guilty of that Contrivance, 
and divers Arms ſeized on in the hands of their 
FaRtors, they did hope by improving rhar, and 
ſeveral other opportunities of diſcontent, which 
might fall out during'that time, that the Parlia- 
ment might riſe with dif-farisfaQion;,by rhe means 
whereof their Deſign would be much advanced, 
and therefore gorall things in readineſs againſt 
ſuch a junure 'of Aﬀairs. Bur iz having plea- 
{ed God to make ſome further notable difcovery 
.. toUsof this Conſpiracy, and of the particular 
Perſons engaged therein , the ſeizing of ſome of 
them both here, and in the ſeveral Countreys, 
rogether with the bringing over Three thouſand 
Foot, and Six hundred Horſe out of Irelaxa; did 
prevent them at that time, and ina great mea- 
ſure diſheartned their Party,to ſee many of them 
ſecured, whowere relied upon for the Manage- 
ment ofthis Afﬀeair, 

But Charls Stuart having , according to his 
promiſe, removed himſelf from Cullen into Zea- 
land, on purpoſe to attend this Riſing, and to 
come hither in perſon, ſo ſoon as he ſhould un- 
dcrſtand, that. it took cffe according to his 
delires ; 


defires; and the Lord Wilmbt', Major General 
Wagſtaff, oNeal,and ſeveral others of that Party, 
beifg come attually over kithef to CofiduQand 
Lead the Deſign, and' appointed'ro rheif ſeveral 
Poſts in the Nation,-they agreed to make their 
Attempt upon the Twelfth of March: 1654, 


- which they did accordingly, © © 


And obſerving that the Body of the Army, 
eſpecially the Foot, lay about London ; they de- 
figned to riſe firſt in the Weſt, Wales,the North, 
and other Remote parts of the-Nation,- hoping 
thereby to draw the Army, or a greavpart of ir, 


from hencez whereupon , Kent , Suffey','arid 


their Party in London were to riſe, -and ſo make 
themſelves, not onely Maſters of- the City, but 
form/ them. into conſiderable Bodies, - By- the 
perſons they had engaged , they reckoned upon 
Eight thouſand in the North, and not fewer out 
of the Weſt; and the number which ſhould riſe 
in theſe parts when the Army ſhould have left it, 
ro exceed both, The Gariſons and ſtrong places 
they intended firſt ro ſurprize and ſeize upon, 
were Port [month , Plymouth, York, Hall, New- 
caſtle, Tinmomh,Cheſter Shrewsbury, Tarmomth, 
Zyn and Boſton, as alſo to poſſeſs themſclyes of 
the Tle-of Ely : The Forces inghe Weſt were to 
have been Commanded by the Duke of York, 
thoſe in the North, by the Lord Wilmer, whom 
they call the Earl of Rocheſter, 


What iſſuett pleaſed the Lord to bring on” 


and general Deſign to, #0 wan i ignorant of. 
-; The 
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The InfurreRtion'in the Welt was bold and 
dangerous in it ſelf, and hadin all kclihood in- 
Creafed te great Numbers of Horſe and Foot by 
the conjunRion of others of their own Party, 
beſides ſuch Forreign Forces, as.in cafe of their 
| ſyccels,and ſeizing upon ſome place of Strength, 
were to have landed jn thoſe parts, had they nor 
been prevented by the motion of ſome Troops, 
and ogra of the Officers in' apprehending 
diyers of that Party a few days before, and alſo 
been.cloſely purſued by ſome-of Our Forces, 
and jn- the concluſion, ſuppreſt- by a handful of 
men, through the great goodneſs of God, 

That of Torkfbire , which the Enemy moſt 
relied upon, fell far ſhort of their expeRation, iy 
reſpect rhar Out Forces by their marching up 
and-down in the Cauntrey, and ſome of them 
providentially , «at that time, removirig- their 
Quarters neat to the place of Rendezvopnz, gave 
them no opportunity to aſſemble, and therefore 
thoſe - of: them which came to the Rendezyvouz 
at Heſſam-woor, under the Condud of the Lord 
Wilmot , with.an:Intention to ſurprize York, and 
ſo formed themſelyes into an Army , ſeparated 
and runaway. in great Confuſion and Diforder, 
25 did-alfo thoſggwho were rendezvouzed near 
Morpeth to ſurprize Newsaftle , being by-the 
ame Providence diſappointed; by the coming of 
Three hundred Feot:.from Berwzck , ordered 
. thirher forthe ſecwity: of that place. 

Thoſc in North-Woeles:and S hbropſhere, xr 
whic 
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which were ia Fo ſirprize 4nd poſſeſs 
Shrewsbury Town and Caſtle , ſome of” the 
Chief perſons being diſcovered and apprehend- 
ed, the reſt fled: # ES Mg 

' At Rafford- Abbey in Nottinghamſhire was 
another place appointed for a Rendezyouz, 
where about Five hundred Horſe met, and had 
with 'them in the Field a Cart-Ioad of Horſe- 
Arms, to. arm ſach 48 1hout# conte'to het; 
bur upon a ſtidden, a great Feat fell! npon them, 
mſomuch that they left cheir Arms in the open 
Field, and every man hifted for hirnfelt. There 
were other ſmaller Parties , as in the Town of 
Cheſter, who defigned the ſarptize of the Caſtle 


there, and alſo im Staffgraſhire, with divers other - 


places in the Nation; but they failing in'their 
expeRations, were diſcouraged for that rime. 
And thus, by the goodnefs, of God, firſt dif- 
covering and bringing to Jight thefe hidden 
Works of Darkneſs , and afterwards in putting 
Fear into the Hearts of theſe men, (that their 
Hands could not execute what” they had-contri- 
ved)the greateſt and moſt dangerous Detign, 
not onely for the involving Us in Blood and 
Confafion here ar Home , but expofing of Us 
unto the Will of Forreigners, hath been defear- 
ed and brought to nothing z and this cruel and 
bloody Enemy,put under as great and fignal Dil- 
appointments, as any Age can produce ay ex- 
ample of, it being a thing they had INE 
. | carts 
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kearts:upon,, and was the Work of almoſt Fonr 
years contrivement... 206" 
And now all men would have expected, that 
either through the ſenſe of Gods Hand anew lift-. 
_ cd up againſt them, or-the'other Liſcourage- 
ments they have met with in this their grand Un- 
dertaking ; they would have been weary of any 
further Attempts of This kind, and bave forſaken 
that Cauſe.and Intereſt, which Bath brought {@ 
many of them to ruine : Bur ſo lirtle barhchels 
things wrought upon them, that ſame of.chem, 
when they ran away from t RITES: did 
ir with a refolyrion to take a berrer, opporthnity, 
when the Government, in confdence-gf the pre. 
ſenrſucceſs , ſhould. be ſecure Gn Il aware of 
them and they are at this yery day at work up- 
on other Deſigns, both here and in Scorlapd, and 
are endeayouring tO. procure Supplics.of Men 
and Money from. Foxreign States, to begin.new 
Troubles and Rebellions amongſt Us; ſome 
Agents being ſent-from hence for that purpoſe 
this.laſt: Summer. . +, - Þ 
We, ſhall not need to make any Application 
of what hath been ſaid, ir is plain to eyery one 
that is not blinded "with prejudice , That theſe 


men are reſtleſs in their Deſigns, and are the _ 


cauſcs of all Our Trouble-and Unſertlement, 
and will.leave no ſtone unturned,, ro, render vain 
and. fruitleſs, all. that Blood which hath been 
ſilt to reſtore Our Liberties; and; the po ee 
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have conceived of "ME. this poor Nation ſetled 
and reformed , from that Spirit of Prophanene(s 
which theſe men do keep up, and countenance in 
contempt of all Law and Authority , And there- 
fore We thus argued, That unleſs We would 
give up the-Cauſe ſo long contended for, and the 
Lives, Liberties: and Comforts of. allthe well- 
affeed of theſe three Nations into their hands, 
or cave them expoſed to their continual At- 
rempts, the Peace and common, Canceraments 
of this Commonyealth , muſt be otherwiſe ſecu- 
red andprovided for, then at preſent they were z 
That this was not to be done without railing Ad- 
ditional-Forces; That the Charge of thoſe Forces 
ought not to be put upon the good People , who 
have born the heat and: burthen of the day , bur 
upon thoſe who have been, and are the occafion 
of all Our Danger, _ 

Upon theſe Grounds, We have been neceſhca- 
red to ere anew and ſtanding Mili:za of Horle 
in all the Counties of England, under ſuch Pay 
as might be without burthen to the peaceable and 
well affeed, and be a fitting.Encouragement to 
the Officers and Soldiers, that they might not go 
to War at their own charge z And therefore We 
have thought fit to lay the burthen of Maintaining 
of theſe Forces, and ſome other Publique Charges 
whichare occaſioned by them , upon thoſe who 
have been engaged in the late Wars againſt the 
State, having reſpe&;notwithſtanding therein co 
ſuch of them, as arc not able to undergo thar 
Charge a E It 
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It may perhaps be 44 oreat Severity, to 
Tax the whole Party, when there hath been, in re- 
ſpeR of the general number, but few convifted by 
Tryal, or deteted by Teſtimonies to have been 
in thoſe Deſigns. 

Ic is true, the Proofs and Teſtimonies do not ex- 
tend to charge every individual man , which will 
fall under this burthen, w:th any explicite ating, 
ontriving , or deſtgning for the Diſturbance of 
the Peace , if that had becn the Caſe, their whole 
Eſtates, by the ordinary Proceedings of the Law, 
had been confiſcate : But We do appeal'toall in- 
different men , who will weigh and conſider the 
preceding Narrative, and the Contexture, Frame 
and Circumſtances of this Deſign, Whether the 
Party werenot generally involved in this Buſineſs, 
and in reaſon to be charged with ir. 

[tis certain, here was the Cauſe and Quarrel of 
the pretended King, once more brought upon the 
ſtage by his Followers , who for that purpoſe was 
come into the Low-Countreys, ready to embarque 
for t »glaxd,upon the fi: ſt notice of Saccefs, which 
no man will believe'he would have pur himſelf 
upon in the Eye and Face of the World, if thoſe 


who ſhened themſelves tn Arms, were to have no 
other Seconds then what appeared ; nor will it be. 
imagined, thatthoſe of his Party who.came.over 


hither vpon that Errand, as the Lord W/lmot and 
Waz ſtaff, and otters, would have run fo great ha- 
zard upon ſo weak Grounds : Or that thoſe Gene 
tlemen.who did actually riſc,could ſuppoſe thac che 
Army 


OO ———_— 


(35) © 962 
Army then in being would be ſo. calily over-run, 
with much more conſiderable Forces then were 
vifiblez Neither can it be preſamed, thac the per- 
ſons chiefly relyed upon for the Condut and Ma- 
nagement of this Afﬀair, and who doubtleſs want 
no credit with that Party , would have catred into 
this Engagement alone. ond Safog 

Great Sums of Money are colle&ed, and ſent 
over to the pretended King , and farniſht alſo for 
this Deſign, which We cannot think came out of 
a few hands, c. 

Art this time this Party were obſcrved to be ro- 
gether, to keep their Meetings apart from others, 
to witadraw themſclyes in their ordinary conver- 
ſation , and to carry it with more then 2 uſual con- 
fidence againſt the well affeQed of the Nation, as 
men under great hopes of a fudden Change, which 
many of them did not 'forbear to make their 
boaſts of. ' EE | 

 The'time when this Attempt was mgde, is like- 
wiſe obſervable , It was when nothing but a well- 
formed Power could hope to put Us 1nto diſor- 
ger; Scotland and Ireland being perteRly redu- 
ced , Differences with moſt Nejghbor' Nations 
compoſed, Cur Forces both by Seaand Land in 
order and conſiſtency , Thie firſt budding of theſe 
Imbroilments ſeafonably detected, and many of 
the engaged Jars apprehended, notice given of 
che enſu ng Danger to the whole N ation, Forces 
then drawn from Scotland and Ireland, for the difſ- 
animation of theſe Contrivances, and yet after all 
this, the waketul Eye ofan Army , of whoſe vir- 
E 2 tue 
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rue there had been ſome proof in times paſt; 
could by no means diſcourage them from procce- 
ding in this Attempt , nor truſtrate this Riſing in 
ſeveral parts of the Nation at one and the ſame 
time : Theſe things alofe are enough to ſatisfie, 

that theſe Troubles were the fruit of great deli- 
beration and conſent, and that they fell not our by 
chance,or as the raſh Underrakings of ſome fer in- 
conſiderable perſons;Bnut We need not ſpend-time 
upon this ſubje&, believing thatevery one doth 
readily.concur with ]s, That "this Deſign was gene- 
ral , and levclled againſt all-thoſe, who had upon 
any accompt whatſoever adhered to, and owned 
this Caule., 

This being hen the-Caſe, We have i in Our own 
Judgemenr uch clear and convincing Grounds, 
ro juſt fie Our Proceedings with thoſe 1 men which 
could _—_ -- expe&ted i in Caſes of ecr'y Erea- 
ſong and; Conſpiracies ., a bare. Correſhondency 


where, ih een aa ane accoumec wRE ial, 
rate were int ele 
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would be wantine ha State; 
common Safety;. Cont wacies could d.never be pre; 
v<ptcd, nor. would the recipitario.;s of, Q 4 
mies irqm- one miſchievous cligh to Ft fs 
ever kifrt-chems > 2, 
Beſides, admit that 9, LS of tha Party were as 
ing0cent, as they would noyy have jt believed they 


applet ITs who ae my ſpe B Ts 


werc -- 


(37) #6 M 
were, enough hath been done'by-their Fellows in 
4 common -Cauſe (which hardly any of them 
know how to diſown,, which they love, and of 
which they glory) to draw the whole Party under 
2 juſt Sufpition, and the conſcquences thereof : All 
that are peaceably-minded in the Nation are ready 
to ſay, Theſe are the men of whom we go in dan- 
ver; and certainly it is both juſt and neceſlary, that 
- all thoſe of whom the -People have reaſon to be 

afraid (not onely as their profeſt Enemies, but alſo 
aumerous) ſhould pay for Securing the State a- 
gainſt that Danger which they are the Authors of. 
And former times have held this way of Pro- 
ceeding juſt and reaſonable, of which We could 
give many pregnant Inſtances, as well in this as in 
other Nations, ſome of which- were done in the 
memory of ſeveral perſons now living: Andthe 
reaſon why States may proceed-in this maner, 1s, 
becauſe that which is intended to: be Exemplary, 
for the terrifying men from-ſach Artempys-for the 
fature, will not other ways be proportionable to 
che danger of the-paſt"*Offence, and ſo the pub- 
lique Power can never be ſecure ,- who!e Safety 15 
the Proples, but will be; always expoſed to the 
fame mi:chief and hazards, 2 G1 NG. 

I is a trouble to Us to be ſtill rubbmg upon the 
old Sore;difobliging thoſe whom/We hoped time 
and -patience might mdke-frignds ; but We can 
withcomfort appeal ro:God, and dare alſo to therr 
owh Conſciences, whether this way of proceeding 
wi h:them, hath been:the mztter of Our Choice, 

| or 
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or that which We have ſought an occ.fion for, or 
whether , contrary to Our own incl:nations, 'and 
checonſtant courſe of Our Carriage towards them 
(which hath been to oblige them by kindneſs to 
forſake their former Principles , which God hath 
ſo often, and ſo eminently born witneſs againſt) 
We have not been conſtrained and neceſſitated 
hereunto, and without the doing whereof, We 
ſhould have been wanting to Our Duty to God 
and theſe Nations, | 
' That Character of Difference between them 
and the reſt of the People, which is now put upon 
them, is occaſioned by themſelves, not by Us ; 
There is nothing they have more indu triouſly la- 
bored in, then this, To keep themſelves ſeparated, 
and diſtinguiſht from the well-affe&ted of this Na- 
tion -: To which end they have kept their conver- 
farion apart, as if they would avoid the very begin- 
nings of Union, have bred and educated their 
Children by the. ſequeltred and ejeed Clergy, 
and very much confined their Marriages and Al- 
ttances within their own Party, as if they meant to 
entail their Quarrel , and-prevent the means to re- 
concile Poſterity; which, with the great pains 
they rake upon all occaſions to leſſen, and ſup- 
preſs the Eſteem-and Honor of the Engliſh Na- 


tron, inall their AR'ons and Undertakings abroad, 


ftriving withal to make-other Narions diſtinguiſh 
their Intereſt from'it, gives Us ground to judge 
that they have ſeparated themſelves from the Bo- 


dy of the Nation ; and therefore We leave it to all 
mankmde 
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manKinde to judge, Wherhes We oughit not to. be: 
timely jealous of that Separation, and to proceed 
ſo againſt them, as they may be- ar the charge of 
thole Remedics which are required againſt the 
Dangers they have bred. _ 

But if there be vet any perſon that hath been of 
that Party, who will be cxempred from this Con- 
tederacy,and the inconveniences depending there- 
upon, that can ſayin truth , he hath changed his 
Intereſt, was wholly free from the aforclaid De- 
fign, and can ſhew by good works preceding the- 
late InſurreRion, a Aihimer of his tormer courſe 
and converſation, ( the ſureſt CharaRers in this 
caſe, of a perſon fatisficd with the trouble of the 
time paſt, and meaning for the future to livequi- 
etly)upon making it appear, he ſhall bedealt with 
according to his integrity ; Or if any of char Par- 
ty , being yer ſenfible of the Error of their way, 
ſhall change and forſake their former Intercſt, and 
give real Demonftrations thereof, We ſhall much 
more efteem:. of their Reformation , then defire 
their harm or prejudice. In the mean time, We 
do aſſure Our ſelves,that thie good and well-affect- 
ed of the Land , for whoſe ſake. We have chiefly - 
publiſhed theſe things , thar they may know che 
Grounds on which We do proceed towards their: 
Preſervation ,. will receive Encouragement here- 
by,and enjoy with Love and Unityamongſt them- 
ſelves, the Fruits and Effe&s of that common Ir 


tereſt which they have long purſuzd, and not at-, 


{er themſelves to be divided by any artifices vt” 
| 14QeVcr,. 
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e'Enci = made great Ad- - | 
,. to keeps fromhar Sertlement;; | 
Reformation, which every-good man'ls1 
and the wanr whereot doth greatly 206TN e the 
Lord 00G Us; i 


